
AGENDA – WORKSHOP OF THE PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF PEARLAND, TEXAS, TO BE HELD ON MONDAY, JULY 16, 2012 AT 6:00 
P.M., IN THE 2ND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM, CITY HALL 3519 LIBERTY DRIVE, 
PEARLAND, TEXAS. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. PURPOSE OF THE WORKSHOP: 
 

1. COMMISSION INPUT AND DISCUSSION:  Proposed Unified 
Development Code Amendments T-14 - Mobile Food Vendors; Mr. 
Harold Ellis, City Planner; Ms. Lata Krishnarao, Community 
Development Director. 

 
III. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
This site is accessible to disabled individuals.  For special assistance, please call 
Young Lorfing at 281-652-1655 prior to the meeting so that appropriate 
arrangements can be made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I, Judy Brown, Office Coordinator of the City of Pearland, Texas, do hereby certify that 
the foregoing agenda was posted in a place convenient to the general public at City Hall 
on the 13h day of July 2012, A.D., at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Judy Brown, Planning Office Coordinator 
 
 
 
Agenda removed  __________________  day of July, 2012. 
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P&Z AGENDA REQUEST  
 
 

TO:   Planning & Zoning Commission 
 
REQUESTOR:  Lata Krishnarao, AICP  
 
DATE:   July 10, 2012  
 
AGENDA ITEM SUBJECT: Unified Development Code (UDC) Amendments – T-14 

 
 

� Old Business      �   New Business  �   Discussion Item X   Workshop 
 

Summary of the amendment process:   
 
Amendments to the Unified Development Code  (UDC) are reviewed annually.  Based on 
input from citizens, developers, city council, board members, and city staff, planning staff 
creates a list of changes to the UDC.   

 
Since UDC is our local zoning ordinance, state law and city charter requires a joint public 
hearing with the Planning & Zoning Commission (P & Z) and City Council, and two 
readings of the ordinance by the City Council to approve any changes to the local zoning 
ordinance.    
 
In Pearland, the Council has directed that the Planning and Zoning Commission review 
these changes in detail and make a recommendation at the joint workshop.  Therefore, the 
process starts with a P & Z workshop. 

 
A workshop has been scheduled with the P & Z on July 16, 2012, to discuss this change.  
Following that a joint workshop has been schedule with P & Z and City Council on August 
6, 2012.  Assuming that the P & Z and City Council wish to make the ordinance change, a 
public hearing will be held on August 20, 2012 and the earliest date for the second reading 
of the ordinance would be September 24, 2012. 
 
This is the first workshop of a series of workshops that will be scheduled in the next few 
weeks. 
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Proposed amendment: 
 
The UDC (the city’s zoning ordinance) does not permit mobile food vendors.  A request has 
been received to amend the UDC to allow this type of use.   
 
The city ordinance permits vendors in vehicles that traverse the city streets, such as ice cream 
trucks etc.  These are not permitted to park at any specific location, especially on private 
property.  The only area that permits this kind of retail is the Pearland Town Center.  Pearland 
Town Center was approved as a Planned Development and specifically lists this as a 
permitted use, within certain parameters.   
 
Based on staff’s preliminary research, the following considerations are associated with this 
type of use.   
 

Types: 
Mobile food vendors include a wide variety, some of which are listed here.   
 

1. General Service Pushcart 
2. Limited Service Push cart 
3. Grocery Truck 
4. Produce Truck 
5. Lunch Truck 
6. Catering Truck 
7. Ice Cream Truck 
8. Mobile Food Preparation Vehicle (hot truck) 

 
Refer to attached regulations from Dallas, explaining each type in detail. 

 
Permitted locations: 
Some cities that permit this kind of use have demarcated locations in the city where this 
use would be beneficial.  The locations are generally chosen based on their character 
and activity.  Pedestrian oriented areas, central business districts, downtowns, public 
parks, plazas, and other special districts are some areas where these have been 
deemed to be appropriate. 
 
Zoning and ownership: 
Zoning of the property (residential or non-residential) and ownership (public or private) 
are important aspects that need to be considered.  Typically, these uses have been 
excluded from private residential areas. 

 
Special events: 
Certain events, such as holiday parades or celebrations, ball games, etc., may benefit 
from these uses.   

 
Other mobile uses: 
It is important to discuss if these types of mobile units would be limited to eating 
establishments or would include other uses such as selling of consumer goods, pet 
vaccination clinics, etc. 
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Other considerations: 
For each site, some cities required detailed information, such as location of the cart, 
dimensions, surrounding landscape and streetscape elements, lighting, seating, 
parking, nearby restroom facilities, etc. 

 
Pros and Cons: 
Based on preliminary discussion staff has listed the following pros and cons. 
 

Pros: 
1. Encourage small businesses. 
2. Could add to food choices. 
3. Promote street activity and vitality for certain areas. 

 
Cons: 
1. Potentially unsightly – out door display, condition of structure, etc. 
2. Unfair competition to businesses that have invested in “brick and mortar” stores. 
3. Taxation issues. 
4. Health code issues – harder to enforce and to comply. 
5. Potential safety issues – circulation, traffic, parking 

 
Outdoor activities and use permitted currently: 
The UDC permits outdoor activities and uses in certain zones, and sometimes with a 
Conditional Use Permit.  Below is a summary. 
 

Activity OP NS GB GC 
Temporary 
outdoor 
activities or 
events 

YES YES YES 
Related to 
holidays and 
national 
events for 45 
days/event 
Others – 
once a year. 

YES 
Related to 
holidays and 
national 
events for 45 
days/event 
Others – 
once a year. 

Permanent 
outdoor 
activity or 
display 

NO NO Confined to 
pedestrian 
walkway 
adjacent to 
building. 

YES, if 
related to a 
use in the 
building. 
Need a CUP 
if abutting 
residential 
zones. 

 
 
Recommended action: 
 
Conduct the workshop 
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EXAMPLES 
 
 

 Push carts  
 

  
 

Grocery / Produce Truck  
 
 
 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=push+carts&view=detail&id=0674B1C7836DE4E2EBFCB5216B6BDD3907890F3B&first=1�
http://www.singaporeshots.com/albums/userpics/10001/normal_push-cart-singapore.jpg�
http://thaifoodandtravel.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/fs/street_vendor.jpg�
http://cache.virtualtourist.com/4/3042925-Small_Souvenir_Shop_Iloilo_City.jpg�
http://sleepwalkingintokyo.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/bangkok_mobilevendor.jpg�
http://www.egorevsk.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/food-truck.jpg�
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Lunch Truck Catering Truck  

Ice Cream Truck   

Food Preparation Truck   
 

Mobile Auto Detailing Shops  

http://cultureby.com/images/various/lunch_truck_iii.jpg�
http://msmcateringtrucks.com/catering-truck-gallery.gif�
http://www.dtt1.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/Ice-Cream-Truck.jpg�
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Mobile+Food+Preparation+Truck&view=detail&id=22F05BFF7B3A1EF30441C3B222E48FC2E8FD9E6C�
http://www.bridgat.com/files/Mobile_Auto_Detailing_1.jpg�
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